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Discussion:

This is a staff-initiated amendment to Section 15.44.050, Exterior Materials Standards. The
proposed updates aim to modernize the city's architectural requirements by refining the list of
prohibited materials (such as vinyl and certain EIFS applications) and clarifying standards for
permitted primary and accent materials in multifamily, commercial, and industrial districts.

Key areas include:
o Sustainability and Maintenance: Introducing a 50-year "Service Life" requirement and
mandates for masonry integrity and self-cleaning finishes.
e Architectural Features: Updating standards for fenestration, earth-tone paint palettes,
and mechanical equipment screening.
o Roofing and Design: Adjusting requirements for roof pitches, materials, and the
mitigation of large blank wall expanses.
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Staff recommend APPROVAL.



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 1544.050 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA, RELATING
TO EXTERIOR MATERIALS STANDARDS; TO UPDATE EXTERIOR
FACADE REQUIREMENTS; TO ESTABLISH MAINTENANCE AND LONGEVITY
STANDARDS; TO PROVIDE FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REQUIREMENTS; TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FORSEVERABILITY; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Locust Grove, Georgia (“City”) have
the authority under O.C.G.A. §36-35-3 to exercise certain home rule powers to adopt ordinances
for the City; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the City's Exterior Materials
Standards should be updated to reflect modern construction practices and design expectations; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council believe this ordinance to be compliant with law, in
the best interests of the City, and substantially related to the public health, safety and general
welfare of the citizens of the City.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOCUST GROVE
HEREBY ORDAINS THE FOLLOWING:

SECTION 1. Section 15.44.050, "Exterior Materials Standards," of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Locust Grove is hereby amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety and
replacing it with the revised Section 15.44.050 included hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

SECTION 2. Title 15, Section 15.44.050 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Locust Grove,
Georgia, is hereby amended by striking Section 15.44.050 entitled “Exterior Materials Standards”
in its entirety and replacing it with following language:

15.44.50 Exterior materials standards.

A. Prohibited Exterior Facade Materials. For all buildings and structures in the city,
except as otherwise provided in this chapter or in the Code of Ordinances, the following
material are prohibited on any exterior fagade visible from a public right-of-way or
adjacent residential property, due to their tendency to degrade rapidly and lower
aggregate property values:

1. Vinyl Siding: All forms of vinyl or plastic siding are prohibited; and
2. EIFS/ Synthetic Stucco: Prohibited on the ‘water table’ (first 4 feet from grade) and
limited to 10% of any facade as an accent only; and



3. Unfinished Concrete Block: Must be clad in an approved primary material; and

4. Corrugated Metal: Prohibited as a primary wall cladding; may be used only for minor
architectural accents (less than 5% of fagade); and

5. All exterior siding material such as aluminum, steel, vinyl, mirrored or reflective
glass, cinderblock, unfinished concrete, fiberglass or plastic are prohibited except
that architectural fiberglass or plastic can be used to such extent that such material is
used as detailing and decorative trim if approved by the board.

B. Permitted Exterior Facade Materials. Except where otherwise provided in this
chapter or in the Code of Ordinances, the exterior facade architectural features of
buildings and structures within multifamily, office/institutional, commercial and
industrial zoning districts shall adhere to the following listed minimum standards.

1. Primary Exterior. The minimum amount of primary exterior siding material shall
be seventy-five (75%) of the structure’s exterior facade. All primary exterior siding
materials shall be limited to: Brick; natural stone including granite, marble,
limestone, sandstone, natural field stone, stacked slate, marble terrazzo; and any
manufactured architectural finish stone or cast stone which must simulate natural
stone in texture and durability and be approved by the board as a primary siding
material; architectural concrete which must simulate natural stone in texture and
durability; hard-coat stucco (i.e., three-step cementitious stucco); cementitious
fiberboard as simulated-wood material; and any other similar product approved by
the board. "Tilt-up" concrete shall be permitted as a primary exterior siding material
for buildings in industrial zoning districts or acceptable substitute as approved by
the board.

2. Accents. The remaining surface area of the exterior facade of any building or
structure in the city may consist of the following accent materials: Clay tile with
baked-on enamel finish; architecturally treated decorative concrete block;
architecturally treated slabs or block either fluted or with exposed aggregate;;
masonry siding such as cement fiberboard siding, wood that is treated with a 10-
year UV-rated sealant, paint or stain; architectural metal panels of high-gauge, non-
corrugated panels with Kynar-500 or equivalent long-life finish; and any acceptable
similar substitute approved by the board.

C. Maintenance Standards for Longevity. Property owners must demonstrate that the
selected exterior materials have a 'Service Life' of at least 50 years with standard
maintenance. The City Building Official may require a 'Life Cycle Cost Analysis' for
non-standard materials. In addition, the following standards and requirements must be
met for all new buildings and structures in the city.

1. Masonry Integrity. Mortar joints shall be maintained 'tuck-pointed' to prevent

water intrusion.
2. Sustainability of Finish. Any repainting or refinishing must use 'Self-Cleaning' or
'Photocatalytic' coatings where possible to reduce environmental staining and

maintenance cycles.



3. Mechanical Screening, All HVAC, meters and roof-mounted equipment must be
screened 100% from view using materials matching the primary facade. Chain-
link fencing with slats is strictly prohibited.

. Other Exterior Architectural Requirements. Except where otherwise provided in this
chapter or in the Code of Ordinances, buildings and structures within multifamily,
office/institutional, commercial and industrial zoning districts shall meet the
following listed requirements.

. Window/Fenestration. Fifty percent (50%) of the width of the front facade of the building
shall consist of fenestration. All fenestration comprised of glass shall be multi-paned in
appearance. Single-paned plate glass windows greater than six square feet in surface area
without the appearance of being multi-paned shall be prohibited unless approved by the
board.

Paint. All exterior painted surfaces, where visible from the public street, shall be painted
in earth tones. Colors shall be non-primary colors including darker and cooler shades of
green, red, such as brick, yellow including beige, and lighter shades of brown including
tan. However, white may be permitted if approved by the board. Corporate graphics,
trademarks, corporate logos, corporate service marks and corporate branding items may
be permitted by the board to the extent used for decorative trim or for signage as part of
the overall exterior features.

Roofs. Roofs on multifamily and commercial or office buildings shall generally consist
of a pitch of 7/12 or greater with the exception of porches and porticos and be comprised
of asphalt, cedar shake, cement tile material. Standing seam metal roofing shall be
allowed as approved by the board. Flat roofs shall be permitted in larger commercial and
industrial zoning where rooftop equipment is screened from view by raised parapet walls
and shall be consistently flat across the building length with exception of features of
fenestration to break up building mass and long, monotonous facades. Flat roofs may be
permitted on larger multifamily and office buildings as approved by the board.

. Burglar bars and steel roll down doors or curtains shall not be visible from the public
street, with exception to buildings in industrial zoning districts as approved by the board.

Service bays shall be designed so that the openings of service bays are not visible from a
public street (i.e., side entry), with exception to buildings in industrial zoning districts as
approved by the board.

. Fabric and canvas awnings and all other building materials must be of durable quality and
shall be compatible with materials used in adjoining buildings.

. All exterior building elevations that face public streets and/or customer parking areas shall
be designed so that there are no large expanses of blank walls. This requirement can be
met by employing the use of architectural features including, but not limited to, the
following: Doors, windows, pilasters, columns, horizontal and vertical offsets, material
and color variations, decorative cornices, awnings, canopies, murals, and graphics.



C. Effect on Other Districts. Properties with material changes of structures lying within the
historic preservation district overlay shall abide by the certificate of appropriateness process for the
historic preservation district and follow the design guidelines as promulgated by the historic
preservation commission. Properties within the Gateway Town Center and/or the Locust Grove
Town Center LCI area shall abide by the applicable design guidelines in addition to this chapter.

SECTION 3. Codification. This ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws
of the State of Georgia.

SECTION 4. Severability.

A. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that all sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are and were, upon their enactment,
believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable, and constitutional.

B. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that, to the greatest extent
allowed by law, every section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is
severable from every other Section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this
Ordinance. It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the City Council that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this
Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other Section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or
phrase of Ordinance.

C. In the event that any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance
shall for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is
the express intent of the City Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality, or
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid,
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses, or phrases of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by
law, all remaining Sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases of the Ordinance
shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable and of full force and effect.

SECTION 5. Repeal of Conflicting Provision. Except as otherwise provided herein, all ordinances
or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its
adoption by the Mayor and Council of the City of Locust Grove.




SO ORDAINED this 6™ day of July 2026.

Carlos Greer, Mayor

ATTEST:

Vickie Short, City Clerk

(Seal)

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney



Henry Herald

38 Sloan Street
McDonough, Georgia 30253

PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF HENRY

Personally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public within

and for said county and state, Douglas W. Crow, Vice President of
Operations, Times Journal Inc., which published the Henry Herald,
Published at McDonough, County of Henry, State of Georgia, and being
the official organ for the publication of legal advertisements for

said county, who being duly sworn, states on oath that the report of

Ad No.: 556668

Name and File No.: PUBLIC HEARING 6/15/26

a true copy of which is hereto attached, was published in
said newspaper on the following date(s):

05/27/2026
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Douglas W. Crow, Vice President of Operations, Times Journal Inc.

Sworn and subscribed to before me 27th day of May, 2026
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Notary Public
My commission expires 03/03/2030

Phone (770) 951-9161
Fax (770) 957-9161
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Public Hearing Notice

City of Locust Grove

June 15, 2026

6:00 PM

Locust Grove Public Safety Building
3640 Highway 42 South

Locust Grove, GA 30248

Notice is hereby given as required by Chapter 66 of Title 36 of the

Official Code of Georgia Annotated ("Zoning Procedures Law”) and Section
17.04 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Locust Grove, Georgia, that the
Locust Grove City Council, on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 6:00 PM, will
conduct public hearings for the purpose of the following:

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

ORD-AM-26-04-02 The Mayor and Council of the City of Locust Grove, Georgia,
hereby give notice of a city-initiated ordinance to amend Section 15.44.050
regarding Exterior Materials Standards to prioritize strictly defined

durability and architectural quality over simple design preferences. Key
provisions include a new “Maintenance Standards for Longevity” requiring a
50-year service life for materials and a mandate for 75% masonry facades,
effectively restricting rapid-degrading materials like vinyl and EIFS. By
benchmarking against high-value jurisdictions like Alpharetta, Peachtree

City, and Milton, this ordinance seeks to prevent neighborhood blight and
secure a resilient tax base through robust construction standards.

Furthermore, the amendment enhances streetscape aesthetics by enforcing 50%
fenestration on front facades and requiring complete screening of

mechanical equipment, ensuring new developments remain community assets for
decades.

The public hearings will be held in the Locust Grove Public Safety
Building, located at 3640 Highway 42 South.

Daunte Gibbs
Community Development Director - City of Locust Grove
5:27, 2026



